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mankind, regardless of religious and class distinctions.
He is intolerant only toward intolerance, uncompromising
only in judging his own weaknesses. He succumbs in his
conflict with ecclesiastical bigotry, but he triumphs in the
struggle against the most powerful of human passions.
The young priest has won the affection of all the villagers.
His influence turns the men from the village bar-room
which they used to frequent in working hours, and puts
a stop to the rude and often bloody encounters which ter-
minated their festivities. But he has incurred the enmity
of the feudal lord of the diocese. Eaithful son of the
Church as the priest is, he approves, heart and soul, of
the liberal laws of the state. He does not permit his
parishioners to join in public protests against the law, and
while he cannot himself perform the marriage ceremony
at the union between a young Catholic peasant and a
Protestant maiden, he blesses the bride on her way to the
civil office where the couple are to be united. But there
is one man among the villagers who hates the good priest.
Twenty years previously young Gerbersepp (Tanner Joe)
wanted to marry a Lutheran girl, but the old priest de-
nounced the ungodly affection, and so worked upon
G-erbersepp's mother that for her sake he gave up his love.
But with his sweetheart he forever lost his happiness and
his hold on the world. He is an aimless vagabond, no
longer Tanner Joe, but Wurzelsepp, the Eootdigger. His
hatred of the Church and its priests is all the greater be-
cause his mother's mind has given way under the stress
of his own misery. He hates the very sight of a priestly
garb, and is intent on showing the villagers of Eirchfeld
that their young priest is no better than all the rest of